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The Maitland Methodist Church was built in 1859, at a cost of 

7,012 pounds.  The foundation stone was laid on 5 January, 

1858.  The church was constructed in the Primitive Austere style 

that typified Nineteenth Century Methodist Philosophy.  

 

700 people attended a tea party held after the event, catered 

for by William Arnott, local baker and future biscuit baron.   

 

Major renovations were completed in 1959 after the1955 floods. 

In 1959  (14 March-22 April) the Methodist Church celebrated 

100 years of continuous worship.   

 I remember all the harvest festivals in the Methodist 

Church with the impressive organ before it was modern-

ised (Sue Tucker Hutton). 

 

Maitland Pro-Cathedral 

Most Reverend James Murray was nominated Bishop of Mait-

land in 1865, taking possession of St John the Baptist Church 

West Maitland as his Cathedral on 1st November 1866. 

 

In 1933, after servicing the diocese for 87 years, the old cathe-

dral building became inadequate for the needs of the parish 

and the diocese. In July 1933, Bishop Edmund Gleeson CSsR, of-

ficially announced that the Catholic Hall in Maitland would be 

converted to a Pro-Cathedral suitable as a place of worship.  

On November 26, 1933 the Catholic Hall was opened as the 

Pro-Cathedral and St John's officially closed.  

 

The hall  was built in 1922 as a Catholic Hall and hosted many 

church and community events. 

 

Congregational Church 

On the 29 December, 1857, the new Congregational Church 

was opened at West Maitland.  400 Congregationalists were 

present at the celebrations including, Mr Fairfax, (Newspaper 

Publisher), Mr Griffith (Politician and one of the 4 men credited 

with drafting the bulk of Australia’s constitution) and Mr David 

Jones (Department store fame).  The 3 men were members and 

benefactors of the church. 

 

In May 1957 Centenary celebrations were attended at the 

Maitland Town Hall. 

“It is reaping the harvest of great forethought and work dis-

played by pioneer churchmen who had built wisely and 

well, not only in the foundation of the church but in good 

citizenship and spiritual life.” (Alderman J Harvey, Maitland 

City Council) 

The 1954 Harvest Festival to honour the Queens visit 

to Australia. There was a different theme each 

year, all goods donated by parishioners and the 

goods auctioned on the following Monday 

(Photograph courtesy D Sciffer) 

Maitland Congregational Church, was deconse-

crated and sold to Maitland Repertory Theatre in 

1964  and converted to a theatre in 1965. 

Former Maitland Catholic Pro Cathedral, Cnr 

High and  Cathedral St. 

Maitland Methodist Church (now Maitland 

Uniting Church) 


