
MAITLAND REGIONAL MUSEUM INC. 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2015-2016 

Annual General Meeting to be held Wednesday 7th September 

5.00 pm Brough House, Church St, Maitland 

 

Vision 
 

A museum and cultural precinct, being a fundamental part of Maitland, used regularly and sup-
ported by the whole community. 

 
 

Mission 
 

To develop within the community an understanding and pride in the history of Maitland and its 
people by providing a space and infrastructure to collect, preserve and interpret objects, stories, 
audiovisual and written material for and about Maitland and district in such a way as to, create 

awareness, educate and inspire. 
 

MRM DETAILS 
INCORPORATION No INC1301376 October 2013 

ABN 57 595 573 328 
ACNC registration (NSW) 

PUBLIC LIABILITY –VOLUNTEERS INSURANCE –RAHS 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
PO Box 92 East Maitland 2323 

02-49334450 
 

maitlandrmuseum@gmail.com 
 
 

Monthly Meetings 1st Wednesday, 5.00pm at BROUGH HOUSE,  

73 Church St, Maitland  

(next to Pender Place)  

New Members Welcome 

mailto:maitlandrmuseum@gmail.com


SOLICITORS: Sparke Helmore Lawyers 
Level 7, Sparke Helmore Building,28 Honeysuckle Drive, Newcastle NSW 2300 

 
COOPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS, AFFILIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS 

Museums Australia –membership No 196627 

Royal Australian Historical Society No 9483 

Museums Australia-Hunter Chapter 

The Clothing Museum (formerly AMCAT) 

Friends of Grossmann (National Trust NSW) 

Maitland & District Historical Society 

Maitland Embroiderers Inc. 

Maitland Genealogical Society 

Paterson Historical Society 

Hunter Education Network 

 
 OFFICE-BEARERS:  

President – Janece McDonald 
Vice-President – Frank Oakes 

Secretary – Maree Farrelly 
Treasurer – David Atkinson 

Public Officer – Sandra Earle 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Maitland Regional Museum has had very busy year running two large fundraisers and 3 exhibitions. Thank you to our spon-
sors, partner organisations, members and other persons who have helped in any way. 
 
By this time we expected to have moved into Brough house and to be open at least 1 day/week showing a permanent exhi-
bition and selling merchandise. An “in principle” agreement with National Trust NSW to lease space in Brough House, 
Church St, Maitland together with the Clothing Museum at $6,000/annum (i.e. $3,000 each group) has been confirmed. To 
date there have been many delays dues to building upgrades and maintenance, and the fact that the lease documents 
have been held up in the Crown Lands Office. NT informed MRM that they will draw up an interim 12 month lease agree-
ment. During this year the future of the East Maitland Courthouse has been an issue and MRM and AMCaT have ap-
proached Jenny Aitchison MP to find out what the plans for the building are with a view to leasing the premises if it be-
comes available. This process is still ongoing. 
 
It is not easy to gain momentum when we do not have a dedicated space-either exhibition or office spaces and rely on vol-
unteers and their availability  Once a permanent space is occupied MRM can be granted DGR and be eligible for major 
grants for the collection, exhibitions and lease/building funds. MRM can look forward to this outcome in 2016-2017. 
 
MCC to date have not acted on the 2014 Council minute endorsing the appointment of curator/consultant to investigate the 
logistics of a Museum for Maitland. Discussions have been carried out with the MCC General Manager regards to using the 
Museum Advisor programme, whereby Council pays $7,000 and it is matched by Museums and Galleries NSW. This would 
be a cheaper option for both Council and MRM to construct a viable way forward and to adopt a collection policy. This is 
currently under consideration. 
 
Two exhibitions are planned for 2016-2017: Fossils and Minerals in conjunction with the Geological Survey, NSW, and local 
collectors at Brough House  between 17th September-9th October, 2016. During October 2017 in partnership with Maitland 
District Historical Society and MRAG, MRM will be presenting an Exhibition Maitland’s Own, commemorating the 100th an-
niversary of the Battle of Passchendaele by showcasing the contribution of Maitlanders to WW1 by members of the 34

th
 

Battalion, the  Women at home and the Wallaby March.  This will be held at Brough House and preparations are underway, 
and grants are be applied for.  

At this stage I see our immediate objectives as: firstly a robust discussion on our role in the community and the adoption of 
a collection policy which reflects this. Secondly, to choose the topics/focus of future exhibitions, set out a time frame and 
start to apply for grants to enable the delivery of professional and exciting exhibitions. Thirdly, MRM must  move into a 
space and lift its profile within the community. 
 
Our progress must focus on lifting our profile and gaining recognition as a viable Maitland Institution, increasing community 
engagement and acquiring funds from multiple sources towards building a suitable to house a bespoke Regional Museum. 
 
Thankyou to MRM Committee and our members for your enthusiasm and support. Your support has been pivotal in the 
success of our exhibitions and fundraising events. As a group we have a wealth of experience and with our combined vision 
and determination we will succeed in getting a Maitland Regional Museum. 
 

Janece McDonald       5/9/2016 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
The attached Financial Statements (Annex A and B) set out the financial position of the Association as at 30th June 2016. 
Summary 
Balance carried forward from 
2014 – 2015 Financial year  $1627.27 
Total Income:   $8008.45 
Expenditure:    $3916.88 
Current Assets:   $4,769.84 
Total Assets:   $5,983.84 
Liabilities:    $       nil 
Balance at Bank  
As at 30

th
 June 2016   $4,574.84 

 
For greater detail see Annex A and Annex B. 
Association fundraising activities of $5,032.55 provided greater than 50% of our income this financial year. Donations pro-
vided $1,319.90 income with a further $1,000 in grant funding. Membership fees provided $560.00 and book sales of 
$96.00. 

David Atkinson  5/9/2016 

 

EXHIBITIONS: 

The WW1 Australian Tunnelling Corps (October 2015) 
Opened by Dr Chris Yeats Executive Director, Geological Survey, NSW at Brough House, Church St, Maitland, catered 
for by FOG and attended by 60 people. Attendance was steady over the exhibition period and comments very positive. 
Thank you to all the families of Tunnellers who provided stories and artefacts and for their interest and attendance. 
Thankyou to Geological Survey for its in kind support. 

 

Trains & Trams-Steamfest (April 2016)
This exhibition in partnership with The Clothing Museum and FOG was held over the 30

th
 Steamfest Anniversary week-

end. Attendance was lower than expected (170), but all who attended enjoyed and gave positive feedback. Lower attend-
ance attributed to the increased number of activities and train rides due to the celebration of the 30

th
 Steamfest anniver-

sary. Thank you John Hughes for the model train/tram display. 



150
th

 Anniversary Celebration of the Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese. 

Curated by Michael Belcher & Janece McDonald, in partnership with the Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese and Dioce-
san Archivist, Donna Robson. We are grateful to all who contributed and especially; The Sisters of Mercy, The Josephite 
Sisters, The Dominican Sisters and the Marist Bros who loaned so many precious items from their collections and archives.  
Many items were sourced from local parishioners. This exhibition proved a mammoth task to bring into being: logistics of 
the venue, huge scope and number of donations, display cases and short set up time. 

Thankyou to Julie Baird, Manager Newcastle Museum for donating the display cases and a huge thanks to members Mi-
chael Belcher, Frank Oakes, David Atkinson who transported and put them into position; Lawrie Henderson the locksmith 
and Joey Thelander for the clean glass-a huge task undertaken by all! The exhibition ran for 3 weeks and over 20 volun-
teers manned it in extremely cold conditions. Thank you all for your commitment. 

The exhibition opening was chaired by Patricia Bannister and opened by Sr Patricia Egan, the first female Chancellor of a 
Diocese in Australia and leader of her community, the Josephites at Lochinvar. Year 5 students from St John the Baptist 
entertained with beautifully sung Irish airs.  Over 1,000 people attended, demonstrating the need for such exhibitions in 
Maitland and of a Museum. 

 



Hunter Science Hub-Newcastle Museum 14
th

 August 

MRM manned a stall in Newcastle Museum as part of Science Week celebrations. We had a display of 
fossils and advertised the upcoming “Fossils & Minerals” exhibition planned for September/October 
2016. Much interest and awareness of MRM was generated. 

Treasurer, David Atkinson and member Lawrie Henderson manning the stall and interested fossil buffs. 

WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES: 

How to present and mount labels at MRAG.  

Attended by Janis Wilton, Sandy 

Earle & Janece McDonald. 

Thankyou to MRAG 

Janis Willton & Sandy Earle 

learning the art of label prepa-

ration & making. 

 

 

  Remote & Regional Workshop-MA Conference 2015 

David Atkinson, Frank Oakes and Janece McDonald attended the 1 day regional/ remote/community 
museum workshop at the Powerhouse Museum, held in conjunction with the MA national Conference. 

There were a diversity of presentations from galleries, museums and keeping places, each showcasing 
their achievements and addressing issues such as funding and engagement. What was common was 
the high level of local Council support for these organisations. 

FUNDRAISERS: 

Dinner at Black Bird Artisan Bakery (March 11
th

 2016) Guest speaker Cheryl Kernot 

Forty six members and guests attended and enjoyed exceptional food and an entertaining and thought 
provoking talk by Cheryl Kernot, former leader of the Australian Democrat Party and currently Social 
Business Fellow at the Centre for Social Impact at UNSW.  Thank you Cheryl for your support. 

The major raffle was won by Joe Eisenberg who in turn donated the 48” TV to MRAG 

Our generous Sponsors were: The Good Guys, Black Bird Artisan Bakery, De Bortolli Wines 
(Pokoblin). Some prizes were donated by MRM members, Thank you to all who donated, helped and 
attended. 

 



Happy Diners at Blackbird Artesan Bakery!  
Top: Left to right. Brigette Uren, Keryl Collard, Sandy Earle, Gail Johnston, Adele Cockburn, Cheryl Kernot 
Bottom: Left to right. Frank Oakes, Kevin Short, Cheryl Kernot, Jenny Aitchison, Meryl Swanson, Lawrie Hen-
derson, Donna Kennedy, David Kennedy, Janece McDonald. 
 

Easter Raffle: donated by Woolworths Pender Place raised over $200 and was won by Ella Slavek, 
Belmont Nth. Most tickets were sold at a stall held in Pender Place. This site is worthwhile considering in the 
future, as new members were signed up and many people wanted to talk about a Museum for Maitland. 

Bus Trip to Miss Fisher at Old Government House, Sydney: Arranged by AMCaT and open to mem-
bers of AMCaT, MRM and FOGH. Proceeds split between the groups. A great day-Thank you Sandy and 
Carolyn for the lovely picnic lunch. 

Broom making exhibition and Soup & Damper: at John Wright ’s Phoenix Park farm on Sunday 14
th
 Au-

gust.  Forty eight members and friends watched the art of millet broom making from John Wright, were en-
tertained by bush poetry by the Minmi Magster (Bob Skelton) and enjoyed soup and damper. Overall, a 
great evening was had, with requests for more such events. 

GRANTS: 

MCC Community grant- MRM was  successful in gaining $1,000 which was used to part fund a computer 
and software. 

For the second time an application made for a Club Grant was unsuccessful, despite being a well-written, 
supported by relevant documents and addressing the criteria. It appears that projects with a sporting bend 
are the most likely to be successful. 

SPONSORS: 

MRM is grateful to the many people, groups and businesses for their ongoing support, monetary, in kind and 
publicity. 

Maitland Rotary Club donated $1,000 towards office materials and the move into Brough House 

The Good Guys (donated a 48” TV for a raffle); Black Bird Artisan Bakery (dinner tickets), De Bortoli Wines 
(Pokoblin) (large discount off wines); Woolworths, Pender Place (Easter egg raffle). 

The Maitland Mercury, in particular Perry Duffin have been supportive. Thank you to Jenny Aitchison MP 
always supportive and available. 



 






